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N MARK X. 29, 30. e 

And Jeſus anſwered and ſaid, Verily I ſay unto 
Jou, Eher is 10 Man 7225 hath 22 H. af or 
_ Brethren, or Siſters, or Father, or Mother, or 
Wife, or Children, or Lands, for my ſake and 
the Goſpels ; But he ſhall receive an hundred- 
fold now in this time, Houſes, and Brethren, 
and Siſters, and Mothers, and Children; and 


* 


Landi, with Perſecution: and in the World to 


come eternal Life. 


UR Bleſſed Saviour having detected tlie Hypo- 
criſy of the Ruler, ho ſeem'd very intent to 
obtain Eternal Life, he condeſcends to anſwer 

St. Peters Demand, by the Words of the Text: 
72 Where you find, . 5 

1. The Cauſe wherein the ſincere Followets of Chriſt are 
engaged. Here he expreſſes ir, For my ſake and the Goſpel s. In 

at. 10. 29. it's for my Name's ſake, In Luke 18. 29. it's 
for the K ingdom of God's ſake : By eſpouſing, adhering to, 
and acting purſuant to theſe, the Chriſtian propoſes to him- 
ſelf the obtaining eternal Life. Chriſt Jeſus is the Head of the 
Goſpel-Kingdom, the Goſpel is the Rule and Law of it; 
| Perſons devoted to Chriſt are the Subjects of it: His Autho- 
rity, Rights, Truths, Intereſts and Honour, they are to 
maintain, and promote by all juſt Means. 


2. The Sufferings to which they are expoſed by their Faith- 


fulneſs to Chriſt and his Intereſts; They leave Houſes, &c. 
i. e. We muſt renounce the moſt deſirable things which op- 
poſe our Cloſing with, and Acceptance of him, as our Lord 
and chief Good. This is call'd, Selling all for the Pearl sf 
Price, Matth. 13. 46. His Subjects muſt alſo refuſe the 
greateſt Advantages, which would bribe them to be diſloyal 
to him, or treacherous in what concerns his Intereſts and: 

* | A 2 Honour; 
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4 In Enquiry into the preſent Duty 


| Honour; and they muſt willingly conſent to ſuffer the 
Los of all their worldly Enjoyments, which: they cannot 


oſſels without renouncipg his Truth, violating his Rules, 


injuring his Rights, ar negle&ing what's incumbent on 
them, for the Defence and Advancement of any of 


theſe, I te. 1 . 
Our Lord here enumerates many things, of which Nature 
is fond, as dear Relations and Eſtate. E 
that makes up the Idol of a Carnal Mind muſt be parted 
with; and the contrary Exerciſes, which are moſt ungrateful 
—_— | 2 
He is no true Diſciple of Chriſt, who does not from the 


to Senſe, muſt be endured, whenever our Chriſtian Profeſtion 


Heart reſolve and engage to do this, if ealled to it; ht is no 


perſevering Saint, nor an Heir of Glory, who ſuffers not Im- 
priſonment, Poverty, Loſs of Relations, Torments, yea 
Death it ſelf, rather than forſake Chriſt and his Cauſe. © 

3. The Believer's Advantage by his greateſt Sufferings for 


Chriſt ; Tn this time an hundred. fold, and in the World to 


come eternal Life. A Point not. eaſily believed, therefore 
our Lord does ſolemnly atteſt it, Verily I ſay unto you, &c. 
Leſt any ſhould think the Benefit was deſigned only for the 


Apoſtles, or ſome eminent Saints; he extends it to every 


one that ſuffers what's neceſſary to expreſs his ſincere Devo- 
tedneſs and Adherence to the Lord Jeſus and his Cauſe ; 
There's no Man that has left Houſes, &c. | 


Obſerve, They who leave molt for Chwiſt and his Goſpel, | 


ſhall be abundant Gainers by it. 1159 +162 rtr 7 
have in three Sermons treated of this Obſer vation in the 


Method following. n 
8. H have explained, when Perſons may be ſaid to leave 


4 


. theſe things for Chriſt and his Goſpel. 


2. As allo whence it is, that Men by adhering to Chriſt, 


ſhould be expos'd to ſuch Har dſhips. Under which Head, 1 


alſo gave you a large Account of the great Purpoſes our 


Lord ſubſer ves, in erecting, maintaining, and advancing his 


Kingdom by theſe fore Tria!s of his Followers. 


3. have proved fully, that they who loſe and ſuffer moſt 
for Chriſt, are great Gainers even in this World, by being. 
not only free from the preſent Horror and Plagues of Apo- 
ſtates; but alſo by the Divine Comforts, Spiritual Supports, 


and 


F 


| lſewhere he adds 
Reputation, Liberty, Eaſe, and Eife it ſelf, Mart 8. 39. All 


* = 


e PROTESTANT Dis$ENTERS., 5 
and Profit, from what they endure ;, as alſo by a great Bleſ- 
ſing on what external Benefits are continu'd 5 which I de- 


monſtrated to be in themſelves, and in the Judgment of the 


moſt wiſe, and experienc'd, -exceedingly better than all 
the temporal Good they can loſe for the Sake of Chritt. 2. In 
the World to come, the Advantage is inconceivable, as ap- 
peared by comparing the poſitive Good of Eternal Life, with 
all the Good we can loſe by our Fidelity; and comparing the 
endleſs Miſery thereby prevented, with the greateſt Evits 
it can. expoſe us to in time. F l TH 03 6) 078 
But theſe things, with that Part of the Application I made 

in the former Diſcour ſes, I paſs over, and ſhall now proceed 
to a fourth Inference. | L 


4. Hf. It is true Wiſdom to be well and rightly inſtructed 


in what concerns the Honour and Intereſt of the Lord Jeſus 
in our Day and Place, and to be always ready to quit and loſe 
all for. th ke there ff. 07 4 f 
This is juſtly inferr d as to both the Parts, For, 
1. If when we ſuffer, we ſhould take that to be the Inte- 
reſt of Chriſt which is not ſo, we ſhall reap no Advantage 
by what we loſe or endure, becauſe it's not for Chriſt, 
but for our own Deluſion and Miſtake that we ſuffer ; which 
is Folly, On the other hand, if we are tried on any Point, 
wherein the Intereſt, of Chriſt really conſiſteth, but we by 
Miftake deny it to be ſo, and refuſe to ſuffer for the Profe 
on of it, -when called to adhere thereto; in that Caſe we 
fooliſhly refuſe that Benefit waich our Lord promiſeth to 
his Martyrs and Confeſſors, and expoſe. our ſelves to the 
Puniſhments denounced againſt ſuch as deſert his Cauſe. 'To 
ſay I was miſtaken, will not excuſe ; when by Prayer and 
faithful Searches, we might have known the Will of Chriſt, 
and eſcaped that Error. For the Truth and Reality of any 


part of the Cauſe of Chriſt, depends not on Man's Judg- - 


ment. Paul was a culpable Oppoſer of Chriſt, tho he ver:- 
ly thought he might do many things againſt his Name, Acts 26. 9. 
2, It's alſo juſtly inferr'd, that we ſhould be always ready 
to quit all for Chriſt and his Intereſt, | 
For it's very common to be convinced, that this or that 
Point is the Truth or Concern of our Lord, for which we 
ought to ſacrifice our All, and yet refuſe to do it, becauſe 
we have neglected to fix. our Reſolutions, and prepare our 
ſelves, to part with whatever our Adherence to Chriſt mu 
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6 e Enquiry into the preſent Duty 
coſt us. Souls thus unprovided of ſuitable Grares, Are eaſily 


farprized to make'Shipwrack of Faith and a good Conſci- 


ence, and thereby come ſhort of the Advatitages; which they 
might reap by enduting Tribulations and Loſſes on Chriſt's 
Atcdunt; he having fix d this Rule for his Diſtributions; JF 
we ſuffer with him, we ſhall alſo reign with him; if we deny him, 
he will alſo deny i, 2 Tim. 2.12. Ns 
Upon the whole, if it be true Wiſdom to i our 
higbeſt Advantage (Which I have in the former Diſcourſes 
proved to conſiſt in leaving all for Chriſt and his Cauſe) it 
muſt be true Wiſdom to know the Cauſe of Chriſt, and be 
prepared to leave all for it, ſeeing that both are abſolutely 
neceſſary to our obtaining that Advantage. 4 


Name of our Lord Jeſus require all of you to comply with 
theſe following Exhortations. r 


1. Labour to become rightly inſtructed in what concerns | 


the Rights and Intereſt of the Lord Jeſus. 1 
This needs maſt Care and Sincerity, becauſe it's oft intri- 
Cate ; we are too apt to miſtake, and many forward to ſe- 
duce us; and their Suggeſtions which tend to avbid Suffer- 
ings, have a great Advantage in our preſent State. 
This Matter is worthy of all our Diligence and Labour; for 
It's a por Bleſſing to underſtand what God would have us 
eſpouſe, abet, and be zealous for. It's no ſmall Honour and 
Privilege, to be poſſeſſed of the Cauſe of Chrift, and be of 
the Number of thoſe, who have rhe Teftimony of Feſus, and 
keep his Commandments, Rev. 12. 17. for then we are led by 
his Spirit, we keep in his Way, we are on his Side againſt 
Satan, in that War which is Wiged between them; of 
whith we are informed by thoſe Words of our Saviour, He 
that is not for me, is againft me, Mat. 12. 30. Again, when 
we have the Cauſe of Chriſt in our Hands, we may expect 
his Aſſiſtance, and ſhall be inwardly ſatisfied, that we are 
pteaſing him, to whom we are indebted, and on whoſe Fa- 


vour we depend for all Happineſs: We are alſo carrying on 


his Deſigns in our Day, which muſt appear glorious, and in 
due Time prevail. Such Things will give us Peace and Cou- 
tage under all the Hardſhips; to which we can be expoſed z 
faying with the Apoſtle, According to in earneft Eæpectation 
and my Hope, that in nothing I ſpall be aſhamed, but that with 


all Bolaneſs, ad always, ſo now alſo, Chriſt ſhall be magnified in 


my 


- Theſe rio Things being of ſuch Importance, I ſhall in the 


Y things to his Church, Eph. 1. 22. for the Gathering, Managing, 


of PROTESTANT DiszewTERs. 7 
gy Body, whether it be by Life or by Death, for to me to live is 
Tbat I may aſſiſt you in. diſcovering the Rights and Inte 
reſt of our Lord, ſo that you may not miſtake in what ought 

| to dlixect your Practice, 1 fall 8 „% „ | = I 


EN Set down 7 Propoſitions, as Preliminaries. 425 Bl 
II. E-fhal apply them to a Queſtion nom depending, and 
of great Conſequence to us Diſſenting Proteſtants, =o” 0 
I. I dal ſet down 7 Propoſitions, as Preliminaries to the 
Determination of the intended Queſtion | 


F 


Prop. 1. The Lord Jeſus hath à Cauſe in this Earth, — 
It is ſo, whether many underſtand it or not; it's ſo, tho? 
it lies near the Hearts of few: This ought to have Place in 
the Prayers of Saints in all Ages; as Pſal. 74. 22. Plead the 
Cauſe which is thine own. © e 
Our Lord having laid down his Life for the Redemption 
of Mankind, according to that Covenant, which adjuſted 
the Terms of the Impetration of ſaving Benefits, has al Pows 
given him, Mat. 28. 18. he ſets up a Kihgdom more vi- 
ſibly Mediatorial than before, and a Goſpel-State, with ma- 


ay inſtitutions, bearing a peculiar Reſpe& to his Authority 
ind Purpoſes as God- Man- Mediator. He is Head over all 


Ruling, Preſerving and Improving the Church, às his Inheri- 
tance and Reward. Of him is that ſpoken, Zech. 6. 12, 13. 
He ſaall build the J exyple: of the Lord, even he; and he ſhall bear: 
the Glory, and ſhall fit upon his Throne, and be a Prieft upon his 
hrone. His Authority is inconteſtible, and his Claim to 
onour and Obſervance inviolable, in whatever beareth 
his Royal Stamp, or is appropriated to him in Oppoſition 
to his Rivals, or is any Part of his intended Conqueſt over 
the Devil, the World, and the Fleſn. i 
| Therefore, whatever Eruth he commands Men to believe, 
what Laws he enacts to be obſerved, whatever Diſcipline; 
Ordinance and Office he; inſtitutes, and what he reveals, to 
be his Purpoſe. to effect by theſe, are his Cauſe and Intereſt 
on Earth, whoever do oppoſe them. It's the Concern of his 
Dominion and Honour, that theſe prevail; and before he 
delivers up his Kingdom, he will put down whatever is contra- 
[7 hereto, x Cor, 35. 2% . Prog 


is required; every Deviation 
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Prop. 2. Every Degree of E the Cauſe of 
Chrift 5 and this is aberted by all thoſe, who 4 81 a 
ef . EDT ano Joy - 
When our Lord had aſſerted his Authority, he requires 
his Apoſtles to go and reach all Nations, to obſerve all things 
whatſoever he commamded them, Mat. 28. 20 00 | 
He has appointed the Rule, (the Nature and Perfection 
of it I ſhall peak of wh AT exact Conformity to it 
| rom ft is a Fault; the epaQ- 
iog any thing oppofite to any Part of this Rule, is a Chal- 
enge to the Authority of Chriſt who appointed it, and a 


* 


Diminution of his Honour. Therefore when Attempts to 


reduce Things to this true Standatd\fucceed, then bis Intereſt 1 
| 266 ho z and they who uſe due Means to effect this, their 


deavours are laid out for what the Lord will ack 
to be his own ſe. . EL HE i 27. Ee 10 27 Wt 

As it's ſaid of Jehoſpaphat, 2 Chron. 19. 4. when he:reſto- 
red the Worſhip of God, and took away the idolatrous 
Groves, be brought the People back i unto the Lord; ſo when 
the Goſpel Inſtitutions are corrupted in any Degree, they 
who recover Men from ſuch defiling Ufages, do truly bring 


* 


them back to the Lord. It's the ſame as to Reformation in 


nowledge 


Morals ; fax:bne great Deſign of Chriſt is, to turn away eve- | 
*. , 


v 


ry. Man from his Iniquity, make. them zealous of all good 
or ks, Acts 3. 26. Deu. 1h. $5 2. ug neee 
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When the Apoſtle is erecting the Kingdom of Chriſt a- 


mong the Pagan Gentiles, he firſt attempteth to bring them 


to know and worſhip the one living and true God, and to 
— from Idols, Act. 17. 23, to ver. 30. But he proceeds 
om what was revealed by Natural Light, to that which 
Was revealed by Inſpiration, uer. 31. The like you find, 
e 5% /icido od of fone 5 rnd 
Among the Jem, who worſhiped-the true God, the firſt 
Efforts of, our, Redeem2r's Kingdomiconfiſted in bringing 
Men to acknowledge him to be the Meſſias; this was the 


grand Paint debated among them; and the Apoltles apply 
them f of this, as the great Fundamental, 


lelvgs-t the Prod 


— 


LO * en ll 3: * 2 fn 2. „11 2 £ 
Prop. 3. . The. Intereft of Chriſt is contained, ſometimes in 
Hater and plainer things, ſometimes in leſſer and more obſcure 


of PROTESTANT DiIssENT ERS. 9 
on which other things depended, When the Jems and o- 
ters came to believe and receive this, the Interelt of our 
Lord prevailed as to this great Fundamental. 
But did the Apoſtles think the Cauſe of Chriſt extended 
no lower or farther; when this great Article was gained? 


No, no; they zealouſly aſſert that Chriſt had an Iatereſt in 


Matters of leſs Moment, even in Inſtitutions oppoſite to the 


Moſaic Rituals and Oeconomy; and that it was as truly his 


Cauſe, that theſe laſt ſhould be laid aſide, as that they ſhould 


believe him to be the Meſlias; for when the Judaizing Chri- 


ſtians were reſolved to retain Circumciſion, the Apoſtle tells 
them, Gal. 5. 2. If you be circumciſed, Chrift ſhall profit you 
nothing; q. d. your believing him to be the Chriſt, will not 
avail you to Salvation, if you refuſe that Liberty from the 


SY Moſaic Yoke, which the Chriſtian Inſtitutions introduce. 


he ſame Apoſtle ſhews, that other Uſages and Jewi/ 
Rites, as thoſe about Meats, nem Moons, &c. were contrary 


to the Intereſt of Chriſt, Col. 2. 16, 17, 20. yea, all vain 
Deceits after the Traditions of Men, and Rudiments of the 


World, and Commandments of Men, are alike prejudicial to 
his Cauſe, and the Welfare of Souls, v. 8, 18, 22, 23. The 
black Mark laid on them is, they are not after Chriſt ; they 
are not according to his Rule, they bear not the Stamp of 
his Authority, they correſpond not with his Deſigns, they 
ſerve not his Purpoſes, they are unlike his Spiritual Inſtitu- 


tions, and ſuit not his Kingdom. Can any Man imagine, 


that the Intereſt of Chriſt is not concerned in oppoſing theſe 


leſſer things, when we ſee them thus branded by the Holy 


Ghoſt? | 


When Matters are comparatively ſmall, they do not there- 
by ceaſe to have a Place in what our Lord now reckons to 


be his Intereſt, any more than the Removal of the leſs faul- 
ty Groves and high Places in Fudah ceaſed to be his Con- 
cern, In ſome Groves and high Places Idols were worſhip- 
ped. There were alſo high Places wherein the People 
ſacrificed unto the Lord God only, 2 Chron, 33. 17, Theſe 
latter were far more innocent than the former; and 
yet were ſo. offenſive to God, that Aſa, Fehoſhaphar, 


and many good Kings who dettroyed the idolatrous high 
Places, are ſtigmatized with this Defect, that they took not 
away thoſe other high Places: And Hezekiah and Jofiah 
commended, as Reformers * pleaſing, faithful and zealous 


for 


* 1 
* an 
* 
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10 An Faquiry into the preſent Duty 8 
— oy becauſe they deſtroyed theſe ' as well as the 
others. E 


Prop. 4. The Servants of Chriſt are obliged to adhere to his 
Intereſt in thoſe very things, whigh may appear ſmall in their 
own Nature. 5 r 

Their Character and Duty it is to follow the Lamb where- 
ever he goes, Rev. 14. 4. They muſt with Caleb follow him ful- 
ly and wholly, Num. 14. 24. and Chap. 32. 12. Whatever 
he adopts to be a part of his Cauſe, is ſufficiently great for 
them to efpovuſe, and of too great Moment to be neglected 
by them. Nothing of the Concerns of the Redeemer ſhould 
be deſpiſed as ſmall, becauſe his Authority is great, all his 
Affairs are wiſely adjuſted, and the leaſt conducive to great 
Ends, Every Pin in his Temple is neceſſary, and deſigned 
for its proper Uſe,  ' | 


We may not know (nor is it fit we ſhould) what uſe be 


will make, or the high Purpoſes he intends to ſerve, by 
what ſeems to us of ſmall Account in it ſelf. But we may 
eaſily judge, that adhering firmly to the feat Point, which 
Chriſt is advancing, is a Means to prevent the oppoſite Cor- 
ruption, and will (if it be his time) proceed to farther Steps 
in what promotes his Kingdom. DL nas on 
Again, a faithful Oppoſition to a leſſer Corruption, is 
the way to prevent greater Defilements ; whereas comply- 
ing to admit of the leaſt, is opening the way for greater, 


and for more in Number. St. Paul judged ir his Duty, to | 


contend earneſtly with St. Peter, and others, when they for- 
bare to eat with the Gentiles, and thereby encourag'd the 


Jadaizing Chriſtians in their Separation from the Gentile | 


Converts, Gal. 2. 11, 13. Yea, he declares this Liberty he 
ſtrove for, to be the Truth of the Goſpel, and however in- 
conſiderable a Point it ſeem'd, he would not give Place, no 
not for an Hour, to ſuch as would abridge him or others of 
any part of it, ver. 4, 5, 14. 1 . 

Anti chriſtian Popery began in a Violation of the Laws 
and Rights of our Lord in what appearid ſinall and inconſi- 
derable in their own Nature. Theſe being neglected, gra- 
dually introduced abominable Idolatries and Uſurpations, 


which polluted and enſlaved the far greater part of the Chri- 


ſtian Church. This had not been, if Men had —_ 
their Duty, by cleaving to the Cauſe of Chriſt in thoſe fi 
Encroachments. IE | | 


ed 
rſt 


More- 


of PROTESTANT. DissENT ERS. 11 
Moreover, our Lord may fix on the ſmalleſt Matters, as 
a Trial of our Obedience and Sincerity towards him; nor 
can we be free from much Guilt, if we are diſloyal and un- 
faithful to him in the leaſt Matters. God denounced great 
Puniſhments againſt his People Iſrael, if they diſobey'd or 
departed from thoſe Ceremonial Injunctions, which had no- 


thing in their own Nature to commend them, or difſwade 


from them. But God took Care to vindicate his own Au- 
thority, for with him Rebellion is à the Sin of Witchcraft ; 
tho' Saul thought the Goods conſecrated to a holy Purpoſe, 
but would have been waſted if he had obſerved God's Com- 
mand, 1 Sam. 15, 23. Our Redeemer puts his Cauſe into the 
Hands of his Followers, he truſteth them whom he calls to 
be Witneſſes to him: he that will be falfe to Chriſt in a 
{mall Matter, will betray his Intereſt in a greater Point, if 
tried, He that againſt his Conſcience will comply with 
Superſtition, will in great Danger yield to 1lolatry ; for his 
deſerting the Teſtimony of Chriſt in the one, argues that 
Want of Love, Zeal and Devotedneſs to Chriſt, which will 
fuffer him to deal treacherouſly in the other: and denying 
the Authority of Chriſt, by offending in the leſſer Matter, 
he is ſo virtually guilty of all, as to be eaſily induced to com- 
mit the greater, Fam. 2. 10. | - 404] 


Prop. 4 When, and where, any part of the Cauſe of Chriſt 
becomes publickly. contended, and attended with great Cunſe- 


22 that becomes the Point, by mhich he will haue the Fide- 
ity of his Servants tried in that Tame and Place. 
The Lord jeſus, in his Conteſts with Satan, conquers by 
egrees, and is continually managing the War {tated be- 
tween both their Kingdoms, by proceeding to take away 
more refined Defilements and Defects, after he has removed 
ſuch as are more notoriouſly enormous. In like manner, 
J after he has made conſiderable Advances in the greater and 
more manifeſt Affairs of his Kingdom, he introduceth what's 
JF further com pleating and per fecting of that Purity and Order 
which his Rules appoint. F 3 
On the other hand, the Devil (with his ated Auxilia- 
ries), maintains the Oppoſition as long as he can; is active 
I toretrieve what he has lo{t ; with Vigor and Craft attemp- 
1 ch to gverthrow what Chriit has built up, or at leaſt to 
chltruct thoſe further Advances of Truth and Purity, which 
| „ 2 are 
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are neareſt to a full Conformity to the Laws of the Redee- 


mer. And as his ſubtle Suggeſtions, and what gratifies the 
various Luſts of Men, give him a great Advantage; fo he 


neglects not to uſe it, in diſputing every Inch of Ground, | 


In thoſe ſeyeral ways, as he thinks moſt accommodated to his 


Purpoſe in every Age and Place. 
A wiſe Obſerver of paſt times may eafily trace this Ser- 


pent's Attempts, ſometimes by Errors, and theſe oft from 


one Extreme to another, or deſcending to ſuch as were leſs 
dangerous, when the greater Doctrines prevailed ; or new 
vamping fuch old Errors as were exploded. ' 
Sometimes he has taken Occaſion from the ignorant De- 
voutneſs of good People, or the wanton Fancies of Men leſs 
ſerious,” to corrupt the Worſhip of God by human Inven- 
tions; or by the Ambition of the powerful, further to u- 
_- ſarp the Rights and Royalties of our bleſſed Lord, by im- 
poſing ſuch things; and no wonder if by the blind Zeal of 
ſuch proud and carnal Perſons, he ſoon rais'd Perſecutions, 
ſilenced thoſe. faithful Miniſters who reſiſted ſuch Invaſions 
on the Prerogatives of Chriſt; to the Ruin of his Diſcipline, 
Deſt ruction of Love, and the true Chriſtian Oeconom y. 
Lou may eaſily infer, that there is in various Times and 
Places 4 gk wad Truth, 2 Pet. 1. 12. that is, a Truth which 
Chritt is then propagating in a ſpecial manner, and Satan 


oppoling by the contrary Error. In like manner, there are 


preſent Corruptions, from which the Faithful ſhould be e- 
ſpecial careful to keep their Garments undeſiled, as thoſe few 
n Sardis did, Rev, 3. 4. fo in various Times and Places the 


Lord Jeſus 'has ſeveral Points of Reformation to advance, | 


and Parts of his Teftimony to be atteſted. 

When any one of theſe is openly ſtaged, generally or by 
many warmly contended, and attended with great Conſe- 
quences, to the great Advantage or Detriment of the Church, 


as to irs ſpiritual Worſhip, Peace and the Power of Godlineſs: 
You may be then aſſured, that Providence has fixed that 
Matter, as the preſent Point whereby the Servants of Chriſt 


ſhall be tried: And however inconſiderable the Matter is in 
it (elf, the »7ght fide of it is his Cauſe, to which they muſt ad- 
here as their great Duty at preſent ; whether it conſiſt in 


r ' his Atte mpts of further Reformation, or oppo- 
ing Satan's Efforts to overthrow what Chrift has gained. 


Not will other unconteſted Matters, though greater in their 


own 


9 PROTESTANT DrezenTaRS: 13 
own Nature, give equal Evidence of any Man's loyal Sub- 
, heneioia bin 
Prop. 6. The way to know what 1s truly the Cauſe and Inte- 
reft of Chrift, is a diligent Study of his Word; fervent Prayer, 
and a wiſe Obſervation of Providence, oo ON 

The Apoſtacy made that Change in our State, that the 


Light of Nature is not fit to direct Sinners, in what con- 


cerns the Worſhip of God, Man's Recovery, ànd the Me- 
diator's Intereſts ; therefore God, by inſpired Revelation, 
or other ſupernatural Ways, has preſcribed what'Worſhip 
he will accept, and what Means he will bleſs to ſpiritual 
Purpoſes. He thus before the Law appointed Sacrifices 
Circumciſion, and a Prieſthood. When he erected in V, 
rael a Church, he gave them Laws and Ordinances concern- 
ing the moſt minute Matters, which refer d to his Worſhip 


and Service, requiring an exact Obſervation of his Will in N 
every Particular, forbidding them tro add or diminiſ any ©* 


thing, Deut. 12. 3 2. the very Tabernacle muſt be made after 


the Pattern which God gave Moſes, Exod. 25. 8, 9. and of all 


Utenſils, Prieſts Garments, &c. it's oft repeated, they made 
them as God commanded Moſes, Exod: 28. 4, J, Cc. In 
like Manner, all after Changes as'to the Temple and Wor- 
| ſhip therein, were under God's immediate Directions to 
David and Solomon, 1 Chiron. 28. 11, 12. and 2 Chron. 8. 14. 

And when He ekiah, Joſiah, and others ſet on the Work of 
Reformation, it was by the Word of the Lord, and they bring 


Things back to hs Pattern, 2 Chron. 29. 17. and 30. 16. 


2 Kings 23. 3, 21, 24; | | 
In the Chriſtian State there is equal Need of ſupernatural 
Revelations, as to the Laws and Ordinance, relating to it; 
yea, there's more Neceſſity, becauſe the Rights, Claims, 
and Ways of communicating Benefits by the Mediator as 
ſuch, are more remote from the Light of Nature, and leſs 
fit to be adjaſted by human skill. et 9 77 
Our Lord Jeſus has perſonally on Earth, and more fully 
by his inſpired Apoſtles, recorded ſo much, as with what 
was written before, is ſufficient to declare his Will con- 
cerning theſe Things, and that ſo amply, as to be profitable 
for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correttion, for Inſtruction in 
Righteouſneſs That the Man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furniſhga unto all good Works, 2 Tim. 3. 16, 17. 


Herein 
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| 
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diſorderly. 


„ 2 N * N * * * te . bo " " 
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. Herein he declared what are the Laws and Inſtitutions of 
his Houſe, the Terms of Communion of Saints, the Manner 
and Matter of Worſhip, the Nature, Power, and Qualifi- 
cations. of Goſpel Officers, what. Service he will accept, 
what Means he will bleſs to ſaving Ends, what are the Arti- 
cles of 2 the Nature of A Kingdom, &c. and gave 

ticular Precepts concerning tm. 
Parhere be indeed Ke jo Rules, as that all be done to 


x 
- 
a 
1 


the Glory 7 which requires our aiming as his Glory in 


ll Acts of 


- 


Obedience, and regulating all our common and 
ndifferent Actions with the greateſt Tendency to his Glory, 
upon an impartial Weighing of all Circumſtances. 

But this Rule does by no. Means allow Men to invent of 


2 
oF 


their own Heads any Part of Divine Worſhip, or make any 
Additiqnsor Alterations, that argue an Imperfe&ion in thoſe 


particular Rules, which direct the Matters that refer ther- 
to; becauſe this is fo far from being to the Glory of our 
Lord, that it highly reflects on his Wiſdom and Goodneſs; 
on his Wiſdom, as if he knew not how to accommodate his 
Rules perfectly to the Glory of God, and the Neceflities and 
Benefit of his Church; on his Goodneſs, that in Matters ſo 
nearly relating to the Edification and Peace of his Church, 
he could have made full Proviſion, but would not. More- | 


over, it's difſhonourable to him, as it equals Mens Authority 
with the Authority of Chriſt, in that they make Laws about 


the ſame Matters, and to the ſame Spiritual Purpoſes, which 
bi own Laws are ſufficient for. And their doing thus, in 
Things about which be has forbidden all Additions and 
Charges, is not only to ſet their Poſts hy his Poſts, but far 

them. Texte TEN By | | f 
4 Abe general Rule you find, 1 Cor. 14. 40, Let all thing 
5 doue decently, and in Order. This is to prevent ſhameful 


Diſorders and Confuſions in the Prophets Exerciſe of their 


ifts in the Church; and can require in other Caſes no 
moſh, than that we perforn all Things with that Comelinels | 
and Order, as that our doing otherwiſe would, by the Light | 
of Nature, or warrantable Cuſtom, be judg'd unſeemly and 


But this general Rule muſt be ſadly wreſted by thoſe, who 
to pleaſe. their Fancy make Orders, by which the Inſtitu- | 
tions of our Saviour muſt be better regulated, more adorn- 
e 406 ors pompoyes and rerehty fo. infalt the. partica- 


cf PROTESTANT DisszNr EAS. 15 
hr Rules he has enacted about the Adminiſtration of his 
Ordinances, that whoſoever adminiſters or attends them 
exactly by thoſe Rules, he does it indecentiy, and in a diſ- 
orderly Manner. Which is a bold Impeachment alſo againſt 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, as _ unſeemly and diſorderly 
in the Examples they gave us; for their Practice in theſe 
Matters we take as a Part of the Rule, by which we ack in 
theſe acred Affairs. Ng 
It muſt be yet ſtranger, that any ſhould by this Rule, of 
doing all things decently and in order, be warranted to require 
| ridiculous, unſeemly, light Uſages, attended with Confuſion, 
and this in Divine Worſhip, which ought to be grave, ſe- 
date, ſolemn, ſpiritual, expreſſive of the Exerciſe of inward 
—_ and a Diſpoſition for Communion 'with the living 
God. > PO Ong „„ 2 
Our Lord Jeſus was as faithful in his Houfe as Moſes, 
Heb. 3. 3, 5, Which may. aſſure us, that he has given ſuffi- 
cient Directions about his Worſhip, Sacraments, the Quali- 
fications of Miniſters, Communion of Saints, &c. by the 
particular Rules contained in the Precepts and Examples 
recorded in the Scriptures, or hy clear Conſequences dedu- 
ced thence, _ Therefore ſearch and ſtudy thoſe, pray that 
the Lord will give you Underſtanding in all things which con- 
cern you, as directed by theſe, 2 Tim. 2. 7. To'rpe Law and. 
to the Teſtimony appeal in all theſe Caſes, Iſa. 8. 20; for you 
can do no more in Faith, or as obediential Acts in ſacred 
Matters, than as you reſt on the Word for Light. 
When the Charch arrives to the Height of theſe Rules, it 
will be perfectly reformed ; as far as it comes ſhort, it is de- 
ſective. Whatever is contrary to theſe, is Rebelſion; and 
when wiſe Men dare teach the Far (or Worſhip) of God by 
- Dottrines of Men, he threatens their Wiſdom Hall periſh, 
29. 13, 14, | | „ 1 
To add to theſe Rules, is an Uſurpation of the Rights of 
our Lord; and ſuch Additions are profane and polluting ; 
they make not Worſhip acceptable, but provoking ; th 
are ſo far from rendring it more available, that Chriſt {aith, 
In vain do they worſhip me, teaching the Commandments of Men, 
Mat. 15. . Whereas in following the Rules of Chriſt, we 
may expect a Bleſſing to ſpiritual Benefit, and Acceptance 
with him: In adhering to theſe, when contended, we are 
faithful to {7s Cauſe, who is too jealous about ſacred things, 
TD. | e 
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to leave to Mens Determination more than external Circum- 
ſtances, neceſſary and common to other natural Actions; 
and not this neither, without ſuch Limits, as make theſe 
ſubſervient to the Conveniency, and conſiſt with the Edifi- 


- i & . 


cation of ſuch as worſhip him. 


* 


* 


know the Intereſt of Chriſt. As to this, my Time will allow 
me to ſay no more, than that it will be of uſe to us in this 
Matter, to obſerve what Providence appears to deſign ef- 
ſecting, what Propheſies it is accompliſhing, how it has in- 
fluenced the Minds of the moſt, eminent Saints as to the 
things diſputed, hoy it has, owned ſuch, when they faith- 
7 7 e to what they judged to be his Intereſt; what 
e 

has had heretofore upon the Vitals of Religion, and What 
theſe are like to have for the future, Cc. 


Prop. 7. When eſpouſing aud adhering to the reſent contend- 
ed N of ci, 15 e with . the beſt Men 
7277 ae, leſt their Judgment be prejudic d or 
Jad. 8 # 3 en 
. There's naturally in all Men an Averſion to. Suffering, 
Which prompts them to wiſh, they were not obliged to en- 
- dure Hardfts, eſpecially if ſeyere. The Fleſ# is altogether 
an Enemy to Tribulation, and {rives to weaken the Force 
of all thoſe Ni which urge the Neceſſity of loſing Ho- 
nour, Eſtates, Places, Eaſe, Liberty or Liſe. 


1 mention'd 4 417 Obſervation of Providence as a Help to 
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e Matter is tov ſmall to lay ſuch a Streſs on t, it's an indiffe- 


rent thing with many, all good. Men are not agreed in it; 
were it denyitig the Lord Jeſus to be the Meſlias, or wor- 

„ it would require the Loſs of theſe things; 
but at moſt it's but complying with. what'sa little leſs pure, | 


Mipping an Ido 


a little more diſtant from the Rule of the Goſpel, Cc. 

As far as the Fleſh. prevails, ſuch Reaſonings will much 
affect, and appear ſtronger than plainer Arguments on the 
other fide, eſpecially if God permit Satan to manage them 
by his Sugge tions. 1 2 


There being Remains of Fleſh in the holieſt of you, its 


meet that you be jealous of your ſelves, and make Allowance 
for the Advantage, which the corrupt Part has to blind and 
deceive you, CT Ro EN 1 


one or other of theſe, gr of Things of the like Nature, 


It wilt find a thouſand Excules, and offer numberleſs Ar- | 
ee quitting ſuch deſirable things; ſuch as, that 


here- | 
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... Therefore pray earneſtly, that God would direct and de- 
terfnine yopr, Juggment „ Cunſult not with Fleſh and Blood, 


Gal. 1.16. conſider impartially the Word of God, and by that 


| decide concerning your Duty. Judge as ſedately as the 


Importance of. the Matter requires ; judge as impartially, 
as 3 were judging for another Man; ſee that you are 
igli in Heart, for Integrity will go far to guide you, Prov. 
11. 3. Whereas a falſe Heart will caſily deny that to be the 
Cauſe of Chriſt, which expoſeth to Suffering. 
Finally, when you are enquiring whether it be the Cauſe 
of Chriſt,” and that you are now called to ſuffer for it, have 
it oh your Mind, and decide it, when you are in the moſt 
heavenly Frame, when Grace is in the livelieſt Exerciſe, 
hen your Communion with Chriſt is neareſt and moſt af- 


fecting, and your Hearts reliſhing, the Hopes of eternal 


Lite, to a juſt Contempt of | this preſent World, F 
11. 1 mall apply ſome of theſe Propolitions to a Queſtion 


nom depending, and of great Conſequence to Diſſenting 


a 4 


Proteſtants. The Queſtion is, 


Whether . be Members of P roteſtant Difſexivig Churches 


| lawfull nd altogether Ratedly deſert our publick Aſem- 
te for Worſhip, &. Qualification to hold their preſent 
ces? | „ 


The Queſtion might be farthet extended, and determine 
. many others, beſides the Members of our 

ur ches. nes e ee e t ae 
Before I fully ſtate and 12 0 the Queſtion, 1 ſhall con- 
ſider the Subject of it, viz, the Members of Proteſtant Diſ- 


ſenting Churches. Their preſent Relation to theſe Churches 


is a publick Signification, that they are convinced and per- 


[waded. in their Conſciences, upon what they think jaſt 

rounds, that the Points in Difference between us and the 
legally eftabliſh'd Church are ſuch, and ſo circumſtantiated, 
as therein we are on the ſide of the Intereſt of Chriſt, and 


his Cauſe is in our Hands; and being ſo long and publick- 


y debated, and now attended with ſuch Conſequences, 
they become the preſent Trial of their Fidelity to Chriſt 
d his Intereſt ; though the Points in their own Nature are 
not ſo eſſential as are many other Points in Religion, 
EL: 1 555 C en 
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as they 


7 


_ When they by their Practice declare this to be their ſet- 
tled Judgment, they yet acknowledge the great Piety and 


Worth of many, who differ from them in theſe Matters, as 


thinking them too inconſidęrable to bear that Streſs which 


we put on them. Nor do we think the Faults, which we 


deſire to be rectified, to be ſuch, as to exclude thoſe from 
being Churches of Chriſt, who retain them; yea, we ap- 


prove that our own Members ſhould teftify their Charity, 


yy Occaſional Communion with them. e 
It would be cenſorious to doubt, whether pious good Men, 
who are Members of Diſſenting Churches, are fo upon'Prin- 


ciple of Conſcience? Maoy have teſtified by their Sofferings, 


that they are convinced the Gtounds of their Diſſent are 


juſt, and that it's the Cauſe of our bleſſed Lord to which 
they adhere. I ſhall very briefly reprefent Fer they gene 


rally apprehend of theſe things; (t.) As to the Nature of 
them. (4) The Circumſtances and Conſequences of them 
Il under the former Propoſitions.” 7, 
(1.) As to the Natare of them: They believe, according 
to Prop. 6. the Sufficiency of the Scriptures as 4 Rule 0 
Faith and Practice, and that Chriſt has given particular Rules 
as to Sacraments, with other Acts of TE the'Terms 
of Communion of Saints, the Sorts, Qualifications: and 


Work of the Officers of his Church, and the Diſcipline 


thereof, 1 
He has authorized no Man to alter, take away, or add 
hereto, without divine Revelation; there being the fame or 


more Reaſon to forbid ſuch Alterations in theſe, as in the 


Statutes given to /ſrael about Matters of the ſame Nature, 
Deut. 12.32. And what Power Chriſt has given «$594 as 
to ſuch things, it is for Ediſcation therein by Scripture ble, 
2 Cr. 13. 10. and not to Deſtruftion, oe 

But notwithſtanding this, Men aſſume to alter and add 
to theſe things, in Derogation of Chriſt's Authority and 
Wiſdom. Se paid ity oh; on 

What we inſiſt on is, that thoſe things be conformed to 
Scripture Rule, which are capable of being directed by that 
Rule, and were deſigned by Chriſt to be fo. We account the 


„Changes and Additions to be ſuch, that upon the fame 


Grounds as theſe are impoſed (though called indifferent) all 
Miniſters qualified as Chriſt appoints, may be incapable to 
be Miniſters, or act as ſuch; and all Saints — for 

| | | | m- 


— Sc aus 


AA 


1 0 


c PROTESTANT: DisSENTERS. 


things of the ſame kind may be added, as warrantably as a 
few ; and what are enjoined miniſter ſuch, ground of Scru- 
le, as may very poſſibly be generally ſcrupled by others, as 


1 | 1444 


yell as by us. 


I chall hint only at a few; Some Ceremonies (as the 


Croſs) are made ſo ſignificant and a-kin to Sacraments, that 
they who deny them to be Sacraments, have no good Reaſon 


to deny it, but that Chriſt did not inſtitute them, though 


uſed to the fame ſpiritual Purpoſes, Again, ſuch Perſons as 
are geither the Parents nor , Proprietors of the Infants are 
required to dedicate them to God, perſonate them in the 
Baptiſmal Vows, and to claim the Covenant Bleſſings for 


them; whereas it's only the believing Parent or Proprietor, 


to whom God has afſured ſuch Bleſſings for their Infants, or 


given a Right to dedicate or put them under the Obligation 
of ſuch Vows. . ae | 


In Addition to the Hint above concerning Ceremonies, 


it's obſervable, that ſeveral Ceremonies of the ſame ſacred 
Signißcancy were obſerved in the Church of Jſrael, but God 


entruſted none of them to Man's Direction: Our Lord re- 


moved thoſe, and made a Freedom from them a part of thit 
Chriſtian Lyberty, wherein we are commanded to fland faſt, 
Gal. 6.1. Have we not Reaſon to infer, that if Chriſt had 
thought ſuch Ceremonies ſuited to the ſpiritual and rational 
Nature of his Kingdom, he would not have abrogated thoſe 
which were of divine Original, to make room for ſuch as 
are invented by Men? Or is it probable, that if Chriſt had 
Judg' Rites of the ſame ſort fit for the Chriſtian Church, 
he had not himſelf appointed them, and not left them to 
the Judgment and Choice of fallible Men, naturally apt, 
and oft tempted to miltake, to exceed, and to be more zea- 


laus for their own Inventions, than the Inſtitutions of our 


bleſſed Lord? f 

If thoſe things mentioned, Col. 2. 16, 17. about Days, 
nem Moons, Sabbat he, Meats, &c. be the Moſaic Inſtitutions, 
and Shadows of Goſpel-Myſteries, (as many think); they are 
forbidden, becauſe the Body is of Chriſt, i. e. he introduced, 
ſſeſſeth, and diſpenſeth the Subſtance oppoſed to theſe 


8 


hadows z, the very ſame is 1 ſtrong an Argument agaioſt 
8 8 | . tne 


8y 
Communion of Saints, to the full of what Chriſt requires, 
may be made incapable of Communion of Saints; for many 


— 


— (its. BEE: ett ̃ “V̊ .,. — 


© duciveneſs to the Returp of his 
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the like Shadows'after his coming as before ; for the Body is 


of him now in greater Evidence. he 
If (as others think) thofe Shadows were ſuch as the Jews 
or (as others think) they who were Chriſtians, invented of 
their own Heads, that Text does expreſly condemn them, 
and all fuch repreſenting Inventions. _w_— 
As to a goaly Diſcipline, the want of it in the Church is 
fl 775 55 edged in the Ziturgy, and owned as what is much 
r 25 ws 
' Minifters, as a Qualification for their Office, are enjoin'd 
to ſwear and ſubſcribe what'the moſt conſciencious Perſons, 
who ſubmit thereto, are forced for the Quiet of their Con- 
ſciences, to interpret contrary to the literal Senſe. 
Many things might be added, but my Deſign is only to 
hint at a few of thoſe, which Difſenters cannot think ſo in- 
different, as not to believe, that they ſerve the Intereſt of 


= Chriſt by diſſenting from them, as Prop. 1, 2, 3. 


Is not his Authority, Honour, the Purity of his Worſhip, 
and the Spiritual Benefit of his Church, what we labour an 


bear our Teſtimony for herein? Had the Church from the 


Ape ſtles Days kept to the Scripture Rule in ſuch Matters, 
many Miſchiefs had been prevented, eſpecially the Riſe of 
the Papal Man of Sin: Nor are theſe things the leſs, but 
the more culpable, by his 6 of them, and their Con- 

| ominion in any Place. But 
we have this Comfort, that upon his Ruin the Temple ſhall 
be meaſured, and all ſuch Corruptions ſhall ceaſe by our 
'Lord's (the true Head of the Church) bringing all things in 
his Church to his own Pattern, which is predicted in the 
eight laſt Chapters of Ezekiel, and Chap. 20, and 21. of the 


Revelations; then as Ez. 44- 24. they ſhall keep my Laws and 


' Statutes in all my Aſſemblies. 

(2.) The Diſſenters apprehend theſe things to be fo pub- 
lickly and long contended, and attended with ſuch great 
Conſequepces, that they both ſcruple them on that Account, 
and reckon a Diſſent from them to be their Adherence to 
the Cauſe of Chriſt in that Point, wherein he at preſent 


rrieth their Fidelity to him, as Prop. 4, 5. | 
A full Conformity to all the Laws of Chriſt is at all times 


a Duty, and the leaſt Deviation a Fault; but the ſame 


Streſs is not at all times to be laid on every Point of Duty, 
= N as 
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as it ſtands in oppoſing what contradicts his Rules, or 
promoting of a Compliance with them: For it has not al- 
ways the ſame Subſerviency to that Deſign, which Chrift is 
effecting; the ſame Degree of Light about it is not'darted 
into the Minds of his Servants : The Evil oppoſed is not al- 
ways alike dangerous, and ſtruggled for, or more'efſential 
Matters are to be almoſt wholly attended to: As when 
far greater Abuſes are removing, and ſome very eſſential 
Part of the Chriſtian Conſtitution to be ſet up. In ſuch Ca- 
ſes, Things more minute and doubtful, are not ſo diſcrimina- 
ting ; nor are the Contraries, that Part of the Intereſt of 
the Redeemier, which is at that Time to be proſecuted 
with the ſame Zeal, as the greater Matters then depend- 


Ive find the Apoſtles 'over-look'd the Fewiſh Rites, 
while the Point at preſent conteſted with the Jems was, 
whether Jeſus our Redeemer was the Meſſiah ?' But when 
that Truth was received by them, and the Judaiſing Chri- 
ſtians contended for thoſe Rites as neceſſary, and to be im- 
poſed on the Gentile Chriftians, the Apoſtle Paul engageth 
with Zeal againſt them, and contends for their Removal, as 
a ſacred Part of the Cauſe of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 
In like Manner at the Beginning of the Reformation, the 
viler and idolatrous Corruptions of Popery were the great 
Subject of Trial; and theſe lefler' Matters debated by few, 
(tho by ſome of the beſt Men even in King Edward's Days) 
they eſteem'd it a great Mercy to introduce what was con- 
trary to thofe horrid Papal Abominations; and as much as 


they thought poſſible to gain at that Time, among a Clergy 
and People fo very corrupt and ſuperſtitious. But it was 
{ Y ſoon found, thoſe Churches were moſt happy, who -moſt 
fully reformed at firſt; for they, whom God fpiriteth for 
- F the Work of Reformation, are too oft followed by others, 
t woch apter to relapſe, than to proceed in what is well be- 
1 un. = 
0 In Queen Elizabeth's Reign, Conformity was diſapproved 
t dy ou Numbers, but not urged for many Years, nor at- 
ten 


ed with the ſame evil Effects as after 1588. Many 
s BY Biſhops, a Houſe of Commons, a Convocation, and ſeveral 
e | ime Stateſmen, interpos'd for the Eaſe of Diſſenters; but 
> ' Ya Fondneſs of Pomp and Forms above a preaching Mini- 
5 n | f N | 


\ | ſiry, 
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Key, all their Attempts prov'd vnſucceſsful. Thyſe Impo 
1585 and Sererities ncreas' Gn more in the tyofollowiog 
Al len know what, Deſigns were laid. in the Reign of 
King Chorley IL and bow wack » fa Hes Þþ 55 
ons was condncive to bring about thole | Pur poſes, 
if Popery and Slavery by Profancnels geln that pic 
But tho' theſe were Va, lignal Providence re- 
ned. in that Reign, and by a 1 (as we 
thought) When juſt upon Accomplifhment, in the Reign of 
King James II; yet no Endeavours of the glorious Inſtro- 
ment uf our Deliverance, no Methods adjuſte 1 wiſe and 
moderate Biſhops, no Calamities attending a us War, 


115 

e 

urther Heap of Impoſiti- 
Aal p of Imp 


- 
+.* * 


(when Union is fo neceſſary) no Danger of Popery, how- 


ever great, are able to this Day to abate theſe human Impo- 
i Ar 


Thus for neat two hundred Vears they have divided the 
Nation, and cauſed warm and publick Conteſts. The Con- 
ſequences of ee are to be lamented ; for many 
thouſand of faithful Miniſters have been ſilenced from time 
to time; Love among Chriſtians deſtroy'd by mutual Cen- 
ſure; many violent Perſecutions againſt Maltizudes, for no 
pretended. Crime, except Non - Conformity; Foundations 


ſmhaken s Civil Ri hts hazarded ; much Time and Pains em- 


ploy d about the ce of theſe Inventions, which had o- 
therwiſe been laid out to the real Benefit of Souls: From 

theſe qur Papiſh Enemies have been aft (and ſtill are) en- 
courag'd to attempt, and hope the Reſtoration of Popery, 
It's too notorious, that very many place 888 of their 
Religion, and Hopes of eternal Life, in their Obſervance of 
thele, the they remain ignorant and regardleſs of the El- 


featials.of Chriſtianity: By theſe the moſt wicked and pro- 


fane come to be neceſſitated to receive the Sacrament, and 
3 Opportunity, and gain a Handle to 147 and abuſe | 
Men who _ truly godly, yea, Holineſs it ſelf fo far, 
that the moſt godly Perſons of their own Cammunion are 
by them branded with the Name of Nob ors (a Title 
with them more odious than that of Papiſts) How many 
Perſons fit to ſerve the Government, are rendred uſeleſs and 
incapable? Theſe are ſome of the Fruits of our Impoſitions. 
And yet-the .impoſers acknowledge, that they are ht fl 
8 | BE. NR "Things 


ſtimon in What concerneth AMinifterial as W 
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things indifferent Matters, no Part of Worſhip; not nece(- 
fary | 


Salvation; and what the Church may alter, Where- 


as we, on 2 other ſide, can't without ſinning againſt the 


Dictates of qur Conſciences, comply with or declare” for 
them; and are perſwaded we cannot be faithfal to the Inte- 
reſt of Galt Jeſus unleſs we in our Stations endeayonra 


Reformation of ſuch Term of the Goſpel-Miriiſtty and Com- 


munion of Saints,..as he never appointed, atid both are and 
will be' ftill attended with ſach pernicious Conſequences ; 
and yet are ſo unapt and unneceſſary to any better Purpoſes, 


that a Chriſtian Church upon fewer ſuch Experiments ſhould 
be pee F Charity ene 1 


Charity enough to remove them long ſince, 
tho our Scruples had been but the Iſirmities of weak Bre- 
thren, 3 15. 1. Nay, was it ever known, that even 
Civil Governments, only to ſhew their Power to impoſe 


continned what mey found fo long uſeleſs and huttful7 * 


How ufeful our Diſſent has been to keep up the Power of 
7 | rvers. _ Nor it is ne- 
ceſfary to ſpend Words to prove, that ſuch of out People as 
are convinced, that we Miniſteryare pleading the Cauſe of 
Chriſt ſeſus, gught not to defert us, but to Ur 


Religion, and excite Diligence "Ok the pubſick Mrniltry, 


[ leave to the judgment of wiſe O 


t our Te- 
formity. bur coded Bio a at 

I had hot treated at all of theſe Matters, if the followi 
Caſe, could have been refolved, without ſuppoſing that the 
Members o Diffenting Churches are perſwaded, that a Re- 
formation of the Matters in Debate at preſent, when attend - 
ed with ſuch Conſequences, is the Cauſe of Chriſt, and what 


* 


implied in their Relarion to ſeparite Churches." 


II. I proceed to ſtate the Queſtion, n. 
e 'Tis 1 905 Whether Diſſenters may 
have Occaſional Communion with the Eſtabliſhed Church? 
This I grant, tho it's more doubtful than heretofore. Nor, 
2. Whether Diſſenters may do much Service. in Offices of 
Truſt, and ſhould not without juſt Reaſons quit that Capaci- 
y for Uſefulneſs? This I affirm, and wiſh all Offices were 
Wd with Men beſt qualified, of whatever Denomiiga- 


as Lay. con- ; 


2. Affi 
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2. Affirmatively., The Queſtion is, whether the Mem- | 


bers of roteſtant Diſſenting'Charches in Office, may alto- 


— 


do become qualified to continue in their Offices? 


ther ſtatedly forſake our pubyck Aſſemblies for Worſhip, 


This I deny, and am fully perſwaded . its the Will of 


lick Aſſemblies where they h 1 fan, 


Keep their Offices. 


them. as 


Chriſt they ſhould quit their Offices, and adhere to our pub- 


4 ” 


I ſhall offer ſome Reaſors, Why they may. not ſtatedly ab- 
ſent from our publick Aﬀemblies, to become qualified to 
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R. 1. I againft the Nature of that Chriſtian, Profeſſion, 
which the Word of God enjoiuet h. 5 a Sh AM 
We are not only to h old faſt the Faith in our Hearts, but 
we muſt hold faſt the Profeſſian of Faith without wavering, Heb. 
10. 23. i. e. We muſt do nothing that appears a diſowning 
of any Article of Faith, ox of ee be by Which an unfeign- 
ed Faith is to be inſtanced. And we muſt allo openly avow 
theſe, When wWe have a juſt Call and fit O Faun to do ſo. 
What is oppoſite to either of theſe, is a diſowning the Faith, 
and rejefting the Profeſſion of it. As it is a Wickedneſs to 
deny Chriſt, ſo he reckons it an Abomination to be aſhamed 
his Words, Luke g. 26. 5, e. ſe as not to avow 


Obj. We ſhall profeſs the ſame: Faith, and. Words of 
briſt, tho we forſake the Difſenting Aſſemblies. 
Sol. You will profeſs them in part, but not to the full Ex- 


C 


tent. You'll profeſs them in what's not contended, but 


you'll difown them in'Chriſt's preſent contended Point, For 


if the Word of our Bleſſed Lord require our Diſſent, his In- 
tereſt then is concerned in dur Aſſemblies ; and you cannot 
rofeſs an Adherence to that Part of his Intereſt, if you for- 


ake our Aſſemblies. -For the Apoſtle declares the Deſertion 


of their Aſſemblies to be inconſiſtent with a right Profeſlion; 


* 


and that their Preſence in thoſe Aſſemblies, Was to be an 
Inſtance of their Profeſſion, Heh. 10. 23, 24. Hold faſt the 


| Profeſſion gay; &c. not forſaking the aſſembling of your 
e 


ſelves together, as the manner of ſome is. Now can any ima- 
ne, that the private Meeting of Nine muſt not be a very 


; 
JefeAtive Profeſſion, in a Place where publick Aſſemblies 


| are held? (But of this hereafter.) Such a Practice (as far 
by. | Fa as 


* 
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Fvidence, that no Decree ſhould 


n Py f: 7 1 Mt 


F PROTESTANT PisskxTERsSGS 25 


as evident) is a proleſſing that Chriſt bas not an Intereſt in 
ſuch deſerted ee 46) ebich e e 
R | 


When Paris. ſigned a Decree, that whoſoever ſhall ack 


any Petition of any God or Map, fave of himſelf, ſhould be 


” 


or alter his Cuſtom; but thought it a Matter of Conſcience, to 


yenture Office and Life too, rather than let bis Enemics want 
a reſtrain him from daily 
praying to bis God, Dan. 6, 7, 9, 10. | 


* 


to own and adhere to. | 

We find it expreſly charged, 2 Tim. 1. 8. Be not aſhamed of 
the T:ftimony of Chriſt, nor of me his Priſoner. Which in- 
forms us, that when ſome are eminently expoled for the Te- 
ſtimony of Chriſt, it's a Fault in others. to carry towards: 
them, as if aſhamed to own them. It's the Character of 


R. 2. It's a deſerting of thaſe Perſons, whom God requireth Jor 


perſevering Believers, Heb, 10. 33. They were Companions of 


ſuch as endured. Reproach, aud were 4 Gaxing-ſtock for : 
Fab. And Oneſipborus is highly praiſed 25 this, — the 
I? 16. He was not aſhamed of my Cuain; but on the contrary, 
Demas is condemned for forſaking of St. Paul, from a Love 
of this preſent World, 2 Tim. 4. 10. And they of Aja fell 
wager ee been Guilt, by not anding by him in his Trial, 
Der. 10. ; A. | 11 14 | 
To apply this to our Caſe, Such of you as ſhall now for- 
fake our Publick Aſſemblies, do refuſe to ſhare in the Re- 
proach of our Iucapacity for Publick Offices; for you deſert 
them to continue your publick Employment, in a time when 
none who are preſent in them, are allow'd to be in any Ot- 
fice. Muſt you not appear to diſown us as not aſſembling to 
maintain and promote the Cauſe of Chriſt at this time; or 
elſe as unworthy to bear any Office; or at beſt you declare, 
that if all we Difſcnters were in Office, then all theſe pub- 
lick Aſſemblies mult ceaſe, and be reduced to the Number 
of Nine Perſons at moſt, (beſides the Family.) For why 
may not all ſuch do the {ame as you? But as the laſt would 
make all our Aſſemblies tor Worſhip contemptible, and un- 
fit to anſwer many of the Purpoſes, for which Chriitian Al- 
ſemblies were inſtituted; ſo 2 diſown us as ee 
| Or 


— 
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publick Aſſemblics, is to diſown us as having the 
Chriſt in our Hands, and as ſuffering for it too; which Cauſe 
vou have long profeſſed to be tlie Sentiments of your Con- 


Iy renounce tho „ a: 
and not from ſecular Intereſts. Moreover, by abſenting from 
our Aſſemblies you with-hold from them, whatever Reputa- 


of their Meetings. 


* 


for Offices by our being Diſſenters, and yet eſte in our 


auſe of 


ence, yea, may not I fay you can't al ways oppoſe, or eaſi- 
10 { Sentiments, whilſt you 205 from Principle, 


tion, Safety, Strength and Affiſtance your Preſence would 


afford. It concerns you to ponder how this will be account. 


ed for, which in the Country is like to be deſtructiye to mo! 


* 


N. 3. Your Deſertion is directly contrary to the Rules, by which 


our Lord Feſus has appointed his Churches to alt. 


I's the Appointment of Chriſt, that all the Members of the 


Church meet together in one Place, Rich and Poor, 1 Cor. 


It. 18, 32. an Eraſtus is not exempted (tho' he was Chamber- 
Iain of Corinth, Rom. 16. 23.) fo 1 Cor. 14. 23. 1f' the whole 
Church come together in one Place, Acts 15. 22, 25. The whole 
Church ker with one Accord. PAST PULLS | 

- '-Obj. Some of us will keep diſſenting Chaplains, or meet 
together to the Number of Nine, beſides thoſe of the Fa- 


F, 


. mily. 2 


Sol. 1. This will reach to very ſew; they are not many 
who are able to keep Chaplains; and how is it poſſible in 
Country- Places and ſmalſ Corporations, to provide Mini- 


ſters for theſe ſeveral ſmall Meetings, when in moſt Places 
they can ſcarce furniſh a, Miniſter for the publick Meeting? 


Sol. 2. This might be better urg d in a time of ſuch Perſe- 
cation, as when there were no Opportunities for the Church 
to meet in a more publick Aﬀembly, But, 
Sol. 55 That's not the Caſe at preſent, for there are Pla- 
cte, where the Churches, of which you are Members, are 
allow'd, and do mect together ; and therefore you muſt al- 
together ſeparate from the Church in all its publick Ordi- 
wances, or relinquifn your Office. As you are Members of 
the Church,” you are by the Rule of the Goſpel obliged to 
"meet in one Place with 1 Church, as you bave Opportunity; 
there you are to partake of the Lord's Supper, and other 
publick Ordinances, To neglect this is a plain Breach of 


Goſpel- 
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|  Goſpel-Order, and muſt bring every Church into Confuſion. 


To pretend Communion in Affection only with a Church to 
which you ſtand related, and omit local Communion when 
you have Opportunity for it, is annere Pretext, and 
2 vain Plea for that Separation, which is a great Evil, unliſs 
Cauſe be given for it on the Part of the Church to which 


you belong. This one Reaſon. is ſufficient, were there 


5 other, to determine the Caſe as to Church Mem- 
— 1 1 enr £4 Tad ey | 


4. 4's an Approbation of what reflect. on the Communion of 


Saints, which ought to be regarded as a great Article of the Chri- 
ftian Faith, | 3 e | 
If you retain your Offices upon the preſent. Terms, you 


declare againſt Communion with all of us in any of our Aſ- 


ſemblies. You mult have no Communion with the French 
or Datch Churches among us, who uſe not the National 
Liturgy; is it in vain ior them and us to ſay, We are re- 
formed Churches as to Faith and Worſhip, and yet you re- 
nounce Communion with us, as if we were heretical and 
idolatrous, and jultly branded as incapable, not only of pub- 


lick Truſt, but of your Chriſtian Fellowſhip in all publick 
. Ordinances. | 


It is indeed range, that Pagans allow'd thoſe Men to be 
in Offices, who acted according to their Conſciences, tho 
yery contrary to the National Eſtabliſh'd Worſhip, and U- 
ſages. Daniel was chief of the Preſidents; Nehemiah, Mor- 
decai, and others were great Officers at Court; Cornelius and 
others were Officers in the Army. Eraſt as the Chamberlain 
of the City of Corinth; and yet among Proteſtants, we muſt 


be made incapable of any of thoſe Offices, tho* we ſubſcribe 


the ſame Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, and differ in no- 

thing truly Proteltant. 3 5 
But it will be yet ſtranger, that any diſſenting Prote 

Rants, eſpecially ſuch as have found the Preſence of Go 


with us, and are Seals to our Miniltry, that theſe, I ſay, by 


retaining their Offices on the enacted Terms, ſhou'd compl 

torenounce Communion with us, and fo far approve of luck 

narrow Incloſures, as leave ſo reproachful a Mak on the 

molt reſormed Churches; if the Scriptures be allowed the 

Standard, Lord! where 5 this, end? Is this the Ua 
| "1 = 
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fice; you declare them 


— 
Charity, and Fellow hip ſo oft recommended by the Spirit of 


R. 5. I condemns all who faffer'd for the diſſenting Canſe 
and for keeping up their Aſſemblies in Hos! of | ee 
tion, PET 3 | f 77000 BOTS ©, : 
The Apoſtle blames them as faulty, who added” Affict ion: 
to bis Bonds, Phil. 1. 16. your owning this Cauſe which 
you have ſo long profeſſed ; and if your peaceable Enjoy- 
ment of theſe eee not worth laying down an Of- 

vols, who to tranſmit the firſt, and 
procure the laſt, endured Fines, Impriſonment, Reproach, 


and ſpoiling of Goods, ruining of their Families, Loſs of 


profitable Plages and Preferments, yea, and ſome their Lives 
too: But I muſt tell yon, they gloried in what they ſuffer'd, 
they bad Joy and Peace of Conſcience in their dying Hours, 
and thankfully acknowledg'd the Grace of God, whereby 
they were ſupported to endure all their Hardſhips for what 
they eſteem'd fo good a Cauſe. Nor bave we any reaſon to 


_ eſteem this Cauſe of Chriſt the worſe, becauſe deſerted in a 


time of Degeseracy, and Decay of the Power of Religion; 
yea, I am ture, it will revive, as holy Tenderneſs, and vi- 
tal Religion recover in theſe Nations, and the true Intereſt 


ol our Redeemer gaineth place in the Hearts of Men. In the 


mean time, what Guilt and Ground of future Terror do the 


_ degenerate Offspring of —9 faithful Sufferers contract? Who 


to prevent Suſpicion, deſpiſe their Anccſtors, and exceed the 


niet in Malignit y. 


; * 6. This can't be without giving great Offence Pay Scan- 
13 TOY: „ . 
The Word of God plainly forbids this, 1 Cor. 10. 32. 


Give none Offence, neither to Jens, nor to the Gentiles, nor 10 
the Church of God. It is Offence given, for it's doing what's 
not your Daty, by either Precept or approved Example in 
the Word, and you can't hut foreſee, it will lead many to 
ſin, Some are likely to imitate your Example againſt the 
Dictates of their Conſciences. Many in the Country, who 

cannot find ways for thoſe ſeparate Mectings of Nine, (by 


_ which you palhate the Matter) will be led by your Com- 


pliance to gaſt off all that ſeems any Adherence to this 4 
PEE 9 1 | tereſt, 
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be apt to thinſt, that their Severities were unſucoeſsful 


Porr T vr Dramatuns 29 
tereſt, it wilt fortity the Obarge of Hypasriſp, which the 


cenſorious wiekedly 5 to you heretofore. Theſe call d 


you Hy pocrites, | becauſe you occuſionally communicated; as 
they ſaid, only for a Place. To this you 7555. pleaded, it 
was not ſo for you only put in Practice a Principle reteiv d 
and practis d by the moſt eminent Diſſenteis, before the 


FSacramental Teſt was enacted ; and you, being of the ſame 


ment, bad no Reaſon to tefuſe to act according to your 


Ju 8 nt. 
_ known Judgment, when it made you capable to ſerve your 


But new ycu will hare no ſuch Pleas: Can you pretend, 


that it was ever the Principle of any Diſſenter, that Men may 


fattdly forſake the publick Aſſemblies of Difſetiters to keep an 
Office ? Or did any beſides Deſerters ever do {6 ? Therefore 
you 10 them to fix the Charge of Hypocriſy on you, 
ey know not your Fearts: e. 

It's well if they be not further tempted to make Political 
Teſts, which may keep out of Office all ſuch as ſeem to fa- 
vour Diſſenters in their Hearts, (though for the fake of Civil 
Liberties 3) for ſeeing this is not ſufficient to keep out all 
thoſe as would ſtill appeat Diſſenters, (whom many teſolve 
to exclude one way or other) ſuch will be apt to endeavour 
another Teſt: Nay, I wiſh they be not tempted to revive 

inſt our publick Meetings; for when they 
ſe leading Diſſenters deſert them to get or keep a e 


- 


merly, becauſe there was more religious Strictneſs among us; 


but that they may now ſucceed, when Diſſenters are become 


ſo lukewarm and indifferent in the Matters of God, and In- 
tereſts of our Lord Jeſus. Again, will not your ſorſaking 
out Aſſemblies encourage many of our People to ſet up pri- 
rate ſeparate Meetings, though they have no Offices, when 
pt _ yen keep your Meetings, if it be without publick 
epr - | | 


I will paſs by the Grief it may cauſe to yout Miniſters and 
Felle y- Members, when thus deſpiſed and deſerted; though 
this ſhould make ſome Impreſſion on Men of Charity and 
Tender... FLY LON ANN: 


It's worthy: our Notice, though I will not pretend to dra 


* 


a poſitive Reaſon from what's ſoobſcure, as is the iurprizing 


uncommon way, by which this Trial comes upon Diſſenters 
in Office. TO A Diſ- 


— f ——— 


— URARREARL RPL/oOR} 
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„% As Enquinyimto the preſent! Dae) 
A Diſimiſſion from all Places of publick Truſt is unani- 
mouſly given, by both Parties, (whatever different Views 


they had) nor can I doubt, that the firſt Springs of this AF- 
fair, at preſent were moved by better Purpoſes, than the Na- 


ture of it imports, and not from ſuch, ill Deſigus againſt us, 


— 


as many may ſuggeſt. 


_ «1 However that be, I ean t but think ſo uncommon A Bro- 
vidence has ſome anſwerable Purpoſe to ſerve by it, and loud- 
ly ſpeałs tous as a diſcriminated Body. Without any doubt 


it calls us to be humbled, try our Ways, and to repent of 
whatever may forfeit or unfit us for publick Truſt in God's 
Account; it compels us alſo to be wiſer and more united, 


and requires out charitable Aſſiſtance to ſuch, as ſhall by the 
Loſs of their Places become unable to ſubſiſt their Fami- 


ruin 3c nue l 1 n r rn 
I dare not pretend to any Poſitiveneſs as to the farther 


Reaches of this Providence: It may be for our Safety, it may 
be God intends for ſome time to conſine our Activity more 
to what concerns the Improvement af our Liberty to Spiritu- 
al Purpoſes, waiting for farther Light in Accompliſhment of 


Zech. 14. 7. At Evening time it ſhall. be Ligbew. 
I remember the Voice in Jeruſalem, (go to Pella) was o- 


bey'd by the Chriſtians, and proved the Means of their Se- 


curity, when they in the City fought againſt each other, as 
foon as the Romans intermitted their Aſſaults, And the A- 
oſtle has Reſpect to the Drſolatione, that came upon that 


eople by the Roman Armies, in Heb. 10. 25. Not forſaking 


the aſſembling your ſelves togechet at the manner of ſome- is, but 
exhorting one another, and ſo much the more, as you. ſee. the Day 
—_ ing. Whence you may infer. pertineutly to the Que- 
ion before us, that upon'tbe Approaches of publick Cala- 
mities, Profeſſors, inſtead of forſaking the Aſſemblies and e- 
difying Converſation of their Brethren, ought to attend them 
more and more. g ns 
Finally, Men may be Ontcafts, with'a Promiſe of much 
Good, iuſtead of incurring any Damage, 4. 66. 5, 7, 8, 9. 
Hear the Word of the Lord, ye that tremble at his Word, your 
Brethren that hated you, that caſt you out for my Name's ſake, 
faid,' Let God be glorified ; but he ſhall appear to your Foy, and 
they ſhall beaſhamed, &c. The following Verſes tell you, it's 
as ſigually and ſuddenly, as if a Nation were born at once. | 


Ob;. 
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bf PROTESTANT DissENTERs. 31 
eee Oflice; we lofe an Oppottunity for 
| ice. N ee ee ee 3 5 
Sol. 1. God may fill up your Places another way: 
2. However, God requires na Seryice from you, nor au 
accept, nor uſually ſucceed it, when undettaken oi. il 
Terms; and he forbids youu to 40 Evil, that. Good may come 
of it. © RO Eb e EST THY FRY TLC OY KW" 14 | 


2 Laopealty every unbiaſs'd awaken d Conſcienge, whes | 
ther you are obliged to continue the little Service you can 
perform in your Office, hen it mult be by xenqungipg your 

| Profeſſion; deferting thoſe Wo are ſubſerying the Inter eſt of 

5 Chriſt, violating the Gofpel- Rule, (whereby Chufch-Mem- 

I bers are to aſſemble together with the Church in one Place) ap- 

7 proving what's deſtructive to the Communion of Saints 
condemning Mt thoſe who ſuffer'd for the Difſenting, Cauſe 

g and Aſſemblies, piring an Occaſion of Offence to many. and 

4 | diſregarding the Voice of the preſent ſurprizing Proyidence 


F which may intend your Safety and Benefit. I am, rſwaded 
wo no Man's Service among us can be juſtified againſt the Force 
4 3X Ee eee RR 


Obj. We came into our Office by a ſpecial Ptovidtenice. * 


J- Sol. That was not to continue in it upon theſe Terms, but 
- to ſhew your Fidelity to Chriſt by laying it down. This un- 


| godly, Age reckons all Religion to be a Trick orameer Fancy, 
No and all Pretenders. to it to be deſigning, and. 0 ſelfi 7 


that they will ſuffer nor loſe nothing for it. It 'concerns all 
* | ious Men not to confirm any in theſe Atheiſtical Notions ; 
at Jod oft confuted them by his People voluntarily chuſing to 
A utter, rather than deſert bis Cauſe, and violate their Con- 
F F ſciences. Such an Occaſion has this ſignal Providence let 
3 0 you, the Lord grant you may not abuſe it by Unfaith- 

| ulneſs. * f „5 

em 


I bave delivered my own Soul: And ſince it was neceſſary 
1 that ſome or other of us ſhould guard our People againſt the 
We preſent Temptation, I was the willinger to undertakeit, be- 
cauſe it's known, that my Subſiſtence is no way concern'd 
0 in any Mens forſaking or abiding with us; and therefore I 
7 7 : | | 5 2 g 

! can have no Regard to any ſecular Intereſt, when I de- 


it's I fare my Jud gment, 


FINIS. 


